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1. The physical and visual design of the manuscript 
reflects the needs of the reader.  
 
2. Quantitative codicology reveals hidden patterns in 
book production. 
 
3. The monks of Fécamp engaged in two modes of 
devotional reading. 
 
4. A simple approach to reading may involve a complex 
system of reading aids. 
 
5. Scholastic features pre-date the scholastic age.  
 
6. Scholastic reading may be selective, but selective 
reading is not always scholastic.  
 
7. Contrary to popular belief, navigational reading aids 
were sometimes necessary for the practice of 
monastic lectio (Parkes, ‘The Influence of the 
Concepts of Ordinatio and Compilatio’, 122). 
 
8. Two individuals reading the same book, with the 
same mode of reading, may have different reading 
experiences.  
 
9. The history of reading must include the history of 
books. 
 
10. The study of manuscripts via microfilm can best be 
undertaken at the Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de 
France; the study of real manuscripts can best be 
studied elsewhere. !
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